JULY 1990

HOW WE'RE
GOING TO GET THERE AND WHAT
WE’'RE GOING TO FIND
THE LONELINESS
OF A LONG-DISTANCE ROBOT
STAR QUEST:
HUNTING FOR THE BIG BANG
AND MISSING MATTER
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When a loved ane dies,
the grisving survivors
often report visions of tha
deceased. And now neuro-
scientist Michael Persinger
has linked thesé visions ta
changes In the earth's
magnetic field.

To reach this conclusion,
Persingar, who works at
Laurantlan University of
Sudbury, Ontano, gathered
203 reporis spanning a
37-year period and com-
pared them with the amount
of geomagnetic activity that
‘oecurred before, on, and
afier the day ol the
apparition. His finding!
These “bereavement
hailucinations™ usually took
place when magnstic activity
was relatively high.

Persinger suspects that
the increase in geomagnetic
activity electrically stimu-
lates the temporal lobes of
thebrain. This; in turn,
causes a drop in the level of
the biochemical melatonin,
found in the pineal gland.
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| guiet room. “They rapurt

| "The breaking of a wave

| The drop in melatonin
| induces small seizures that

transform memiory frag-
ments into visual images.
To validate his theory,
Rersinget has been applying: |
magnetic field pulses across’

| the temporal lobes of

subjects while they wear
opague lenses and sitina

their subjective experiences
but don't know whether the
pulse is on or cff,” says
Persinger “Peapie repurl a
lot of visual imagery.” he
says, “and they think that
thare is a presence, that
some entily s in there with
them when the pulse is on.”
—Paul MeCarthy

“You know what scares me?
When you have Io be nice to
some paranoid
schizophrenic just because
she lives in your body.™
—Steven Wright

cannot explain the whole
sea. (1%
—Viadimir Nabokov

A

It alien craft vistt Earth
ragularly, why do UFO buffs
have such a hard time taking
good photographs of them?
Gary Levine, who has re-

| searched UFO sightings for

more than 20 years, thinks.
he has discovered at least
one cause. The photogra-
phers don't have ESP.
Levine's proof? The UFO
movies taken by Patricla
Baidwin, a nirse and mather
from rural upstate New York.
Baidwin, who doesn't
consider herself clairvoyant,
had her first UFO experience
two years ago, when she
spied an unusual light from
her bedroom window. "It
changed from red to white to
green,' she says, Mearing
that Levine, a professor at
nearby Columbia-Greens
Community College, investi-
gated UFOs in his spare
time, Baldwin approached
him with her tales.
"I'questioned her and
concluded she possessed
some psychic ability,” Le-
vine recalls. Long interested
in paranormal photographs
suppaosedly taken by clair-
voyanis in the nineteenth
century, Levine suspected
Baldwin's psychic abllities
might somehow help her
caplure UFOs on film. So
Levine loaned Baldwin a
camera. Eventually she
ot
one above the other—along
with the broken light streaks
assoctated with UFOs,
Levine quickly gave Bald-

| win a super-8 movie camera,

and she soon produced
elght reals of UFO footage—
including images.of blinking
lights'and two very large

needle-shaped objects.
But what exactly do the
films show? So far, experts

| ‘asked to examine them

-aren't sure. Richard Powell,

professor of criminal justice
at Columbia-Greene, stud-
led the original movie, frame
by frame, with an electron
micrascope. “The document
is authentic. It had not been
cul or altered in any way.”
he says. “But | can't tell if
these are pinpoints of light in
front of the camera or huge
objects at a distance—
there's nc way to tell.”

As for Baldwin, she now
insists she has observed
several thousand UFOs—
including a disc that
appeared to have brightly lit
windows. “| feel | shouldn't
be afraid,” Baldwin says.
"But'lcan’t helpit. I'm
definitely not driving by
myself at night anymore."

—Sherry Baker

“One always has to spoil a
picture:a little bit, in order to

| finish it.”

—kEugséne Delacroix




